TOWN OF BINGHAMTON TOWN HALL
279 Park Avenue, Binghamton, NY 13903

Issue 99

IN THIS ISSUE A Message from Town Supervisor Elizabeth Rounds

Email: supervisor@townofbinghamton.com

A Message from the

Assessor Happy New Year, everyone! | don’t know about

W@ you, but I'm happy to put 2020 behind us and to begin a

6‘93‘ ~] brand new year. We had so many crazy things happen last

w " year including a 3 1/2 foot snow storm! Let's all hope 2021
' can return us to a semblance of normalcy.

Highway News
Parking Issues
Snow Removal
Protocols
We continue to receive inquiries from residents about the

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) that was awarded in
2018 and provided Town funds to qualified, income-eligible homeowners
to help with home improvement projects including roofing, insulation,
siding, plumbing, heating, carpentry, windows, etc. We’ve hired Thoma
Development Consultants of Cortland, once again, to prepare a new
CDBG application. If we are awarded new funding, and if you had
previously filled out an application and received approval but never
received funding, you can assume you’ll be at the top of the new list.
All other residents interested in being placed on the waiting list should
contact Thoma at (607) 753-1433 to request a pre-application. Thoma’s
hours are Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

Water/Sewer News
Rate Increase
Frozen Meters

In The Spotlight:
Missy Chapman

BC Hazardous
Waste Dates

Miscellaneous
BTHS News

Vol. Fire Co. You'll notice a new feature in this edition called, “In the Spotlight”.

This new segment will promote individuals or small businesses that have
accomplished great things. This thought came to me when Becky asked if
she could write an article about Missy Chapman who recently had her
book, “Distant Skies”, published. The book chronicles her trek across our
country on horseback in the 1980’s (see page 4). We're very proud of
Missy and her accomplishment and are happy to spotlight her in this
premier segment. If you know of an individual or small business that could
be featured in an upcoming issue, please provide the details to Becky by
calling her at 772-0357, ext. 10.

Finally, | wish you all a safe, happy, and healthy New Year.
As always, please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions
or concerns. | can be reached at the Town Hall at (607) 772-0357, ext. 11.

We’'ll chat again in the spring.
Elisabeth Roande
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New Assistant

Annual Inspections
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B.C. Legislator

Community
Calendar &
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A FRIENDLY REMINDER FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
Joseph Cook & Amy Ricci - Phone: (607) 772-0357, ext. 13

NEW PROTOCOL FOR COVID: In the interest of keeping our residents safe, we will accept exemption applications in
the following ways:

e By mail. Returnto: Town of Binghamton Assessor, 279 Park Avenue, Binghamton, NY 13903
e Leave in the drop box located on the front of the Town Hall building

Email to: assessor@townofbinghamton.com

Fax to: (607) 772-6911

If you’re unable to make the required copies for verification of income, you may mail your originals to us, and we’ll
return them after your application has been processed. We understand we are living in challenging times, and we’ll do
our best to work with you to make sure this process is as stress-free as possible. If you have any questions, please call
us at (607) 772-0357, ext. 13

With all of that said, we hope your new year is off to a positive start! We have information at present that we hope you
will find helpful:

THE GOVERNOR HAS CHANGED THE RENEWAL REQUIREMENT FOR THE SENIOR EXEMPTION (AGED)
AND DISABILITY EXEMPTION. THIS MEANS YOU'LL RECEIVE THE SAME EXEMPT STATUS THAT YOU HAD
IN 2020 WITHOUT FILING AN APPLICATION. The Governor has passed an Executive Order in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic that permits the local municipalities to suspend the requirement for renewal applications to be
filed for the 2021 assessment roll. In the interest of keeping our residents safe, the exemptions covered by the
Executive Order for 2021 that waive the renewal requirements are:

e Partial Tax Exemption for Real Property of Senior Citizens (467)
e Partial Tax Exemption for Real Property of Persons with Disabilities and Limited Income (459-c)

Normally you would receive a renewal application to continue your coverage under one of these programs. This
action will ensure that you will receive the same exempt status that you had on the 2020 assessment roll
without filing the application. If the Assessor’s Office receives any information that would lead to a change in your
exemption status for either of these programs, you will be notified. Thank you.

We are currently in the exemption application period for the 2021 tax year. All exemption applications MUST be
received each year between January 2nd and March 1st. If you plan to file for an exemption (Enhanced Star,
Low-Income Senior, Veteran, Disability, etc.), now is the time. If New York State requires information, they will contact
you directly, and you must reply promptly. The exemption deadline is Monday, March 1, 2021.

Enhanced “STAR” for Seniors: If your household income (“adjusted gross income” minus “taxable amount” of total
IRA Distributions) falls between $31,501 and $90,550 for 2019, this is the school tax exemption for which you qualify.

Low Income Seniors: If your gross income for 2020 is $31,500 or below, including Social Security, then you not only
qualify for the Enhanced “STAR?”, but you are eligible for an additional exemption that may apply to the county, town, or
school district, depending on your income level. This exemption is based upon a sliding scale.

Income Verification Program: If you're applying for the Enhanced STAR exemption, you must enroll in the Income
Verification Program (IVP). You need only to enroll once, and you’ll receive the exemption each year, as long as you're
eligible. In the first year, your assessor will verify your eligibility based on the income information you
provide. In the following years, NYS will verify your income eligibility. You will not need to reapply for the
exemption or provide copies of your tax returns to your local assessor.

Already in the Income Verification Program? You don't need to take any action to continue receiving
the Enhanced STAR exemption. The Tax Department will contact you if it needs additional information.
If you are also receiving the low-income senior exemption, you will still need to annually reapply for that
benefit with your assessor.

This information does not apply to new homeowners and first time STAR applicants. If you're a new
homeowner or have never filed for the STAR exemption, you may now qualify for the “STAR CREDIT”.
You may register online at www.tax.ny.gov/star or by phone (weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) with
New York State by calling (518) 457-2036. Local Assessors are no longer allowed to accept new STAR exemptions.
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Bob Rolston - Highway Dept. / Water & Sewer Dept. Phone: (607) 669-4323
Hours: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. E-mail: highway@townofbinghamton.com

After dealing with the most historic, record-breaking snowstorm this area has ever seen, we’d like to take this
opportunity to provide some important tips to help in dealing with future snowstorms:

e PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE STREETS OR IN DEAD-END AREAS WITH
SIGNIFICANT SNOWFALLS. MANY OF OUR STREETS ARE VERY
NARROW AS IT IS, AND WITH PARKED CARS, IT MAKES IT EXTREMELY
DIFFICULT (SOMETIMES IMPOSSIBLE) TO PLOW THE ROADS AND TO %
REMOVE THE SNOW. WE HAVE A PARKING ORDINANCE FOR A REASON, §
AND RESIDENTS NEED TO ABIDE BY IT. YOU WILL BE TICKETED.

e Make sure your snow removal equipment is in good working order.

e Always carry a flashlight, blanket, snow scraper, and jumper cables in
your vehicle.

e Remember to slow down and allow extra travel time.

e The news media will announce approaching storms and will keep you updated on closings, cancellations,
and re-routings so please pay attention. It is important to remember that snow accumulations and road
conditions can vary in our higher elevated areas. We will continue to do our best to keep the roads clear
for travel.

e Try not to go out during or immediately after a storm. The less traffic on the roads means we can clear the
roads more quickly and completely. Our crews have designated routes so you can be assured that
someone will be around to clear your area. Please be patient.

HELPING YOU UNDERSTAND SNOW PLOWING PROTOCOLS

¢ We receive many calls each year asking us to pick up our plows when we come to your driveway.
That is not something we do. Our main focus is to remove snow from the roads. With last month’s
historic snowfall, we had a substantial number of phone calls regarding driveways being blocked by the
snow shoved by our plows. It is our responsibility to remove snow from the roads, not your driveway.
It is the homeowner’s responsibility to remove the snow from their
driveway. Please hire someone to remove the snow from your
driveway if you are unable to. If you are a senior citizen, the Office for |
the Aging may be able to recommend someone to plow for you (for a
price). You can reach the Office for the Aging at 778-2411. If you are
able to shovel your driveway manually, be sure to shovel your snow to
the right which is the same direction our plows push the snow. Finally,
keep in mind that pushing snow into the road can create a hazardous
condition. Please don’t do it.

e There are times when your mailbox may be knocked over by our plows. If this happens, please call
Nadine at the office, and we’ll try to fix it as soon as possible. As always it is never our intention, but in
hazardous conditions...it happens.

Your understanding and cooperation are an important part of our snow removal plan. We appreciate any help
you can give us.

FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT MAINTENANCE OF COUNTY ROADS

The Town of Binghamton Highway Dept. IS NOT responsible for plowing, sanding, and routine maintenance
of COUNTY roads in the Town of Binghamton (including plowing, ditch cleaning, mailbox repair, and animal
removal). The COUNTY is solely responsible for COUNTY roads. If you are unsure which roads are County
roads, they are: Brady Hill, Hawleyton, Murphy, Park Ave., Pierce Creek, Powers, and Saddlemire. If you
have a complaint concerning the maintenance of any County road, please call 778-2228.
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WATER/SEWER RATES TO INCREASE IN FEBRUARY — We’'ll be reading meters at the end of January,
and new bills will be mailed out at the beginning of February. With that being said, you may have heard
about the new rate increase that will be reflected on this bill and all future bills. Due to the continuous
changes and costs of the Binghamton-Johnson City Joint Sewage Treatment Plant, we need to adjust our
rates accordingly. When we compare what the Joint Sewage Treatment Plant bills us for, to what we bill
and collect from our residents, we are in a shortfall and need to increase our water & sewer rates. Rates
have not been increased since 2018, so it may seem more significant than usual. We appreciate your
cooperation as we navigate through the upcoming water/sewer billing changes. As always, if you have
questions or concerns, call 669-4323 or visit the Town’s website.

) WATER/SEWER BILLING SCHEDULE FOR 2021
wn - November 1st (1st billing in an annual cycle); due in early December
February 1st, 2021 (2nd billing); due in early March
May 1st, 2021 (3rd billing); due in early June
August 1st, 2021 (4th billing); due in early September

THE TOWN IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR REPAIRS TO FROZEN WATER METERS AND PIPES — This is
a friendly reminder that it is the homeowner's responsibility to maintain heat in and around the water meter
and pipes to keep them from freezing. It's imperative that you make it a priority to keep your meter and pipes
warm. A water break inside your home can cause considerable damage to your home and its contents,
PLUS it will cost you $450 to replace one of our water meters. Please call us if you have any questions.

in the 1980's. After many years of dreaming of writing a book based
on the journals she kept along her 2,600 mile journey, Missy's book
was recently published and is now for sale. The book is entitled,
"Distant Skies: An American Journey on Horseback" (Melissa A. Priblo Chapman). The book is available at
Barnes & Noble, Amazon, Target.com and Walmart.com, or you can contact the author directly.

Many of you may not know that Town of Binghamton resident,
Missy Chapman, recently published a book, chronicling her trek on
S| N -th -t | h -t horseback from a farm on Conklin Forks Road to Needles, California

Missy worked here at the Town Hall for several years and is a wonderful friend to {
many. A few of us have already had the great pleasure of reading her book, and we &
can't praise it enough. Missy has a true gift of painting vivid pictures with her £
expressive words. This book is filled with stories of strangers helping strangers, and
there are adventures around every corner! It's the perfect book to read in this crazy,
chaotic world we live in. It will make you laugh and cry. We absolutely loved it, and
we hope you do, too. To read the promotion by Trafalgar Square Books (the
publisher), click here. To watch the trailer, click here.

Broome County Landfill’s Winter & Spring Hazardous Waste Collection Dates

The Broome County Landfill continues to accept hazardous waste (including household and auto
batteries, propane tanks, fluorescent bulbs, driveway sealers, paints, solvents, stains, cleaners,
pesticides, and pool and photography chemicals) AND old electronics (such as computers, printers,
stereos, TVs, copiers, fax machines, mobile phones, etc.) You can drop these off at the landfill on
the following days FREE OF CHARGE from 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.:

’ The Broome County Landfill

Wed., March 3 / Sat., March 13 / Sat., March 27 (near the airport).
Wed., Apr. 7 / Sat., April 10 / Sat., April 24 Phone: (607) 763-4450
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BINGHAMTON TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS by Esther Pettingill
E-mail: pet10qill@gmail.com Phone: 669-4151

Binghamton Township Historical Society (BTHS) is usually “dormant” during winter

ﬁ E “ % |l months — no public meetings, tours, luncheons, or other public events, but we are far
5 from “hibernating”! (We don’t open the museum during the winter because we can’t
_‘ ' -E‘ afford to heat our building.) Instead, we work behind the scenes planning, collecting
gt Loy articles for our newsletters, catching up on our Oral Histories project and the like.
One of our current projects is collecting and archiving information on our Town’s military veterans, both men
and women. If someone in your family or someone you know from the Town has served in the military,
please let us know. We'd like to know their name, rank, branch of the military, length of service, when and
where they served, and any stories they may have told or that their family may know. Also, if you could share
a photograph of them in uniform or just a nice picture of them, that would be helpful. You needn’t write an
article — just give us as much information as you have, and we’ll take it from there. If the veteran is still living
in the Town, tell us how to reach him or her, and we can arrange an in-person interview directly. Contact
Phyllis Hawley at (607) 669-4186, email her at genseek@aol.com, or send a letter to her at 3598 Saddlemire

Rd., Binghamton NY 13903. You can also contact one of our other officers: Esther Pettengill, Vice-President;
Fran Hibbard, Secretary; or Kenna Lou Mills, Treasurer.

These days, genealogy seems to be popular with people of all ages. When | was growing up, it seemed to
be only the elderly population who were interested in that, but nowadays, more and more young people have
taken it up. The Town of Binghamton has a rich history dating back into the early
1800’s and perhaps even earlier than that, although the town as we know it did not
begin to flourish until the civil war era. We would like to share what we have collected
with anyone who is interested, no matter what age. Please consider joining our
organization. Even very young children are interested in stories of pioneer families,
Indians, bootleg whiskey, horse and wagon travel, and the like!

TOWN OF BINGHAMTON VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
Jerry Emmons, Fire Chief Phone: (607) 761-1218 Email: tob.fire.chief@gmail.com

IN MEMORY OF WATROUS “WATTY” POLHAMUS — On behalf of the Town of Binghamton Volunteer Fire Company,
I’d like to begin by conveying our deepest condolences to the Polhamus family on Watty’s recent and unexpected
passing. Watty was a devoted member of the Town of Binghamton’s Volunteer Fire Company having served most
recently as Secretary. Watty was a man who was greatly loved and admired by those who knew him. He had a
larger-than-life personality and was always fun to be around. We will greatly miss Watty and will never forget the
positive impact he had on the Town of Binghamton Volunteer Fire Company and community.

With winter now upon us, there are a couple of very important issues I'd like to discuss:

- | Make sure you have a working carbon monoxide detector in your home.

AN IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS: |If your CO detector
is beeping, don’t assume it’'s malfunctioning. It’s telling you there is a problem! Call 911
immediately, NO MATTER WHAT TIME IT IS! These are life-saving devices and should
not be ignored.

If you live near a fire hydrant, please do us a favor and shovel it out. This could save us a lot of time in an
emergency when time is crucial.

Please place 4” house numbers on your mailbox. Many people have 2” numbers, but they are
not as easily seen as 4” ones. Installing larger numbers will help us immensely.

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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A MESSAGE FROM NICK PAPPAS, Code Enforcement Officer
Phone: (607) 772-0357, x 12 Email: code@townofbinghamton.com

I’'D LIKE TO INTRODUCE OUR ASSISTANT CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
With the new year upon us, I'd like to take this opportunity to introduce my assistant, Zack Soboleski.
Zack has worked here for awhile now, but it wasn’t until recently that Zack took and passed the necessary
courses and exams to become the Assistant Code Enforcement Officer. Zack and | share an office, so if you
can’t get in touch with me, feel free to reach out to Zack. He can be reached at 772-0357, ext. 14 or via
e-mail at codeassist@townofbinghamton.com

IT’S TIME FOR ANNUAL FIRE INSPECTIONS for all commercial and multiple family dwellings. I'll start
doing these inspections this month. Most of you know what to expect, but here’s a list of the code require-
ments and associated fees in case you need a reminder:

* No obstruction of exits.
» Exit sign illumination

. Evacuation and Fire Safety Plans FIRE INSPECTION FEES for 2021:
» Building address numbers displayed Initial Fire Inspection - FREE
* No extension cords used for permanent wiring Initial Follow-up - FREE

* No open or exposed electrical wiring
* Fire extinguishers maintained

* Fire alarms and Life Safety Systems maintained All Other Visits - $50
» Sprinkler systems maintained

Second Follow-up - $25

WINTER PARKING ORDINANCE IS NOW IN EFFECT

The Town of Binghamton has a Winter Parking Ordinance that states “No person
shall park a vehicle on either side of any town or county highway within the Town of
Binghamton between the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. on each day from December 1
to the following April 1, inclusive.

No owner or operator of a motor vehicle shall park the same unattended on any town
street or highway within the Town of Binghamton following any snowfall of two inches
or more until said street or highway shall have been plowed by or at the direction of the Highway Department
of the Town of Binghamton. Any two-inch snowfall shall, for the purposes of this section, constitute a snow
emergency.

Failure by the operator of a motor vehicle to obey any of the signs erected pursuant to these
provisions shall be construed as a violation and punishable upon conviction by a fine.” Please abide by this
ordinance. It is very difficult for the large snowplows to navigate down narrow streets when cars are parked
along the roadways.

IT'S ILLEGAL FOR A
A MESSAGE FROM RICK MURRAY, DOG CONTROL OFFICER DOG TO CHASE AND

(607) 772-0357, ext. 22 E-mail: DCO@TownofBinghamton.com KILL A DEER!

| received a phone call this week from a concerned resident who witnessed a large black
dog attack and kill a deer. Unfortunately, there is nothing | can do about the incident at
this point because the caller was unable to identify the owner of the dog or where the
owner lived. It's against the law for a dog to chase and kill a deer. If the incident had
been witnessed by a person of authority (DEC, State Police, Sheriff), the dog could have
been taken down on the spot. If any of you witness a dog going after a person, a deer,
etc., do your best to provide me with the identity of the owner and/or dog so that | can
pursue action through the Town Court. Your help is greatly appreciated.
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News from County Legislator Kelly Wildoner

As we begin this new year and our community continues working during the current pandemic,
[ wanted to take a moment to update the residents of the Town of Binghamton with news from
the Broome County Legislature.

The Legislature has continued working to protect our community from COVID-19.

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic, our County government has continued working around the clock
to protect the residents and families of our community. The County recently activated a mobile rapid testing site
for COVID, which has been located all around the County for residents to get tested and find out the results in
fifteen minutes. The Office of Emergency Services has helped distribute well over 1,000,000 PPE items to schools,
local businesses, local healthcare organizations, and frontline workers. You can also check out the latest COVID
related information and what the County is doing to help our schools, businesses, and community by visiting the
County’s website at www.gobroomecounty.com/hd

My colleagues and I reviewed and adopted the Broome County Budget for 2021 where we continue to
look out for local families and businesses while working with the County Administration to manage the
economic impact of the pandemic. As a member of the County Legislature Finance Committee, we completed
our thorough review of the administration’s proposed 2021 County Budget. We go page by page, line by line,
through the budgets of 43 different County departments, divisions and contract agencies to ensure County tax
dollars are being used responsibly and without extraneous spending. After our review, we approved a County
Budget that cuts County property taxes for the third year in a row! While we’re still hopeful that the Federal
Government can work out disaster relief packages for local governments like Broome County, we’ll continue to
keep an eye on County revenues and spending to ensure that essential services are still provided and at a cost we
all can afford.

On a lighter and more upbeat note, some congratulations and thanks are in order for some of our commu-
nity’s finest. Recently, one of our very own, town resident Melissa Chapman, published a book, which details her

journey on horseback from the Town of Binghamton to California in the 1980's when she was in her early 20s.
The book, entitled, "Distant Skies: An American Journey on Horseback" sounds like it will be an incredible read.
We should all be proud to have a published author right here in our community. Congratulations, Missy, and I
look forward to getting a copy to read very soon. Also, I would like to thank outgoing Town of Binghamton Board
Member Victoria “Vicky” Xlander on her many years of public service to the Town. She’s served our community
since 1993 and should be commended for the great work she has done. [ wish her all the best.

This has been an incredibly challenging year and I'd like to take a minute to thank all of you. Time and time again
when our area has faced adversity, we have all stepped up in some way, whether large or small, during these try-
ing times to help one another. Thank you to our first responders and healthcare workers, to those who helped
deliver meals, or make a purchase from a small local business. Thank you to parents and teachers for finding
new, innovative ways to educate our youth, and to those who helped care for our seniors. I can’t thank you all
enough and it makes me so proud to be a part of this community.

[ hope you all had a safe and happy holiday season, and I want to wish you and your family a happy and safe
New Year. Here’s to hoping that 2021 will be the year where we can return to some normalcy. If you have any
questions or concerns or need anything at all, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (607) 778-2131,
kelly.wildoner@broomecounty.us or on Facebook by searching “Broome County Legislator Kelly Wildoner.”

Kelly Wildoner is a County Legislator representing District 3 which includes the
Towns of Binghamton and Conklin along with part of Vestal.
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CHRISTMAS TREE PICK UP ENDS ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 22, 2021
The Town of Binghamton Highway Department is now picking up Christmas trees. Please
put your tree out to the curb on your garbage day ONLY. Please remove ALL decorations,
lights, tinsel, and any tree bags you may have used. This service will end on Friday,
January 22, 2021. If you have questions, please call 669-4323.

HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE TOWN OF BINGHAMTON

Sat., January 16 Hazardous Waste Collection @ Broome County Landfill - 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Mon., January 18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - All Town offices will be closed

Tues., January 19 Town Board Meeting @ Town Hall at 7 p.m.

Tues., February 2 Town of Binghamton Work Session @ Town Hall at 5:30 p.m.

Wed., February 3 Hazardous Waste Collection @ Broome County Landfill - 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Sat., February 13 Hazardous Waste Collection @ Broome County Landfill - 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Mon., February 15 Presidents’ Day - All Town offices will be closed.

Tues., February 16 Town Board Meeting @ Town Hall at 7 p.m.

Tues., March 2 Town of Binghamton Work Session @ Town Hall at 5:30 p.m.

Wed., March 3 Hazardous Waste Collection @ Broome County Landfill - 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Sat., March 13 Hazardous Waste Collection @ Broome County Landfill - 7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Tues., March 16 Town Board Meeting @ Town Hall at 7 p.m.

Sat., March 27 Hazardous Waste Collection @ Broome County Landfill—7:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
Fri., April 2 Good Friday (Easter) - All Town offices will be closed.

Tues., April 6 Town of Binghamton Work Session @ Town Hall at 5:30 p.m.

Mon., April 12 Joint Planning and Zoning Board Meeting @ Town Hall at 6:30 p.m.




